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How to Write Directives
How to Write Crisis Notes (Personal Directives)

Crisis Notes are the dominant medium for taking individual action in committee by using your 
portfolio powers. Delegates will continually sending Crisis Notes to shape the crisis at hand, to both 
fix the issue and bring more power or prestige to themselves. 

Main Components of a Solid Crisis Note

• Memorable Title (can be funny or serious, but needs a name)
• Addressee (Somebody under your command, or just their title)
• Specific orders or actions that you would like to see undertaken
• What you expect/hope will be the result (So the Crisis Staff can figure out what the result
will be if they don’t understand your goal)
• Signature, with your title

Goals

• Demonstrate expertise and thorough planning to impress Crisis Staff
• Clearly state what you want, and why, so they can decide to grant or deny it
• Do it so well that the crisis staff is afraid to shoot you down without good reason

Branding Tip 
Write your notes on colored paper so the crisis staff always knows its you, and you can keep track 
of your notes as they circulate through the room!
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How to Write Committee Directives (Public Directives)

While Crisis Notes are how you take individual action, Directives are how you take committee 
action, instead of long-form resolutions. Just like in any Model UN Committee, the goal is to 
sponsor (write) as many strong directives as possible. 

Main Components of a Solid Committee Directive

• Memorable Title (can be funny or serious, but needs a name)
• Specific orders or actions that you would like to see undertaken
• What you expect/hope will be the result (So the Crisis Staff can figure out what the result
will be if they don’t understand your goal)
• Signatures, with portfolios of all signatories (Note: In different committees, the Chair may
require different numbers of signatories, anywhere from three to half the committee)

Goals

• Demonstrate innovative ideas that the rest of the committee isn’t thinking of
• Position yourself as the leader of the idea, and defend it against opposition
• Pass it as a committee to positively impact the crisis with your ideas
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How to Write Communiques 
& Press Releases 
How to Write Communiques

Communiques are tools used to contact entities outside of your committee in order to involve them 
with the crisis in a certain way. They are written as formal correspondence to outside actors as 
a way of enticing them to take action, even though they aren’t under your direct control. You can 
write communiques as an individual delegate or as a committee. 

Main Components of a Solid Communique

• Header that says “Communique” (so it isn’t mistaken as a directive)
• Addressee, with formal title and full name if possible
• The specific action or information you want them to undertake or give you
• What you’ll give in return (your offer) OR what you’ll do otherwise (your threat)
• Signature/ Signatures

Goal

• To get an outside actor/party to act for you or your committee to impact the crisis
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How to Write Press Releases

Press Releases are tools used by committees or individuals to inform “the public” in the crisis 
about certain facts, or to spread misinformation about the ongoing crisis. Often, delegates may use 
these to try to influence public opinion against certain plans to help their own, to encourage the 
public to be safe, to stop protesting, or even to get involved with the crisis somehow. 

Main Components of a Solid Press Release

• Header stating that it is a Press Release
• Descriptive Headline
• Information that you want the public to have and react to
• Signature/s

Goals

• To inform/ misinform the public about the crisis to get the public to react in a certain way
• To share information with the committee that was previously a secret
• To encourage a response from the international community



CRISIS PROGRAM

LOCATIONS 

HARVARD

 UNIVERSITY

 GEORGETOWN 

 UNIVERSITY 

We offer advanced crisis programs for high school 

students ages 14 to 18. 

LEARN FROM PASSIONATE EDUCATORS 

MUN Institute Staff are passionate about helping students 
gain confidence & learn Model UN. 

RECEIVE PERSONALIZED INSTRUCTION 

Our program provides a small group setting Cl to 12 ratio) so 

students obtain personal feedback on public speaking, 

position papers, & resolution writing. 

ENGAGE WITH INTERACTIVE CURRICULA 

Our day to day includes lectures, simulations, feedback, and free 

time. Our programs culminate in a final full day Model UN 

simulation. 

ACCESS ADVANCED MODEL UN RESOURCES: 

Our students receive exclusive resources that prepare them 
step-by-step for MUN conferences. 

GAIN KNOWLEDGE AND NEW SKILLS 

Our program teaches Model UN which enables students to gain 

real world skills, learn about global issues, enhance their leadership, 

and get accepted into great universities. 




